


[image: ]FESTAL CHORAL EVENSONG
[bookmark: _Hlk62636833][bookmark: _Toc171999599]
THE PRESENTATION OF JESUS IN THE TEMPLE
Te Tapaenga o te Karaiti i te Temepara

8 February 2026, 5.00 pm
Officiant: The Reverend Frank Nelson
Reader: Paul Kennerley
Verger: Indra Yudhipratama

[bookmark: _Hlk50632372][bookmark: _Hlk483908828][bookmark: _Hlk12452107]Introit		E te Ariki: Traditional

E te Ariki Whakarongo mai ra ki a matou.
E te Ariki Titiro mai ra ki a matou
Tenei matou o tamariki E whakapono ana matou 
Ki a koe Aue Te Matua, te Tamaiti Wairua Tapu e.
Dear Lord hear us, behold us.
Here we are, your children, all of us believing in you.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Please stand when the ambulatory bell is rung as the Officiant and Choir process.
The Officiant welcomes the congregation and makes any announcements.

Sentence 
A light for revelation to the Gentiles and for the glory of your people Israel.
Luke 2: 32

Shorter Prayer Book	page 15
[bookmark: _Toc171999602]Confession and Lord’s Prayer	
Preces	Richard Ayleward		
Please sit.


Psalm 122	page 291

Please stand for the Gloria and then sit for the reading.

First Reading	Haggai 2:1-9
After the reading, please stand.



Office Hymn

1 Lord, set your servant free, fulfil your ancient vow, 
  and peaceful let the parting be which seals that promise now.

2 For here the child of light, the world’s salvation lies, 
  and on the nations lost in night I see his dawn arise.

3 A radiance unconfined to change of time and place, 
  he is the hope of humankind the glory of our race.

  Words: Mary Holtby				Tune: St Paul’s, AM 398

Remain standing for the Magnificat

[bookmark: _Hlk862267]Magnificat	Charles Villiers Stanford: Evening Service in C    page 19

Please sit.

Second Reading	Luke 2: 22-40

Please stand.

Nunc Dimittis	Charles Villiers Stanford: Evening Service in C      page 20

Apostles’ Creed	
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholick Church; The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen.

Responses	Richard Ayleward			page 21
Please sit or kneel after “Let us pray.”


Collect for the day
Lord Jesus Christ, light of the nations and glory of Israel: make your home among us, and present us pure and holy to your heavenly Father, your God, and our God. Amen. 

Evening Collects		page 22


[bookmark: _Hlk161211252][bookmark: _Hlk490466849][bookmark: _Hlk62636745]Please sit as the choir sings the Anthem.
Anthem	Charles Villiers Stanford: Lighten our darkness

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Prayers (please sit or kneel)

Lord, it is night.
The night is for stillness.
Let us be still in the presence of God.

It is night after a long day.
What has been done has been done;
what has not been done has not been done;
let it be.

The night is dark.
Let our fears of the darkness of the world and of our own lives
rest in you.

The night is quiet.
Let the quietness of your peace enfold us,
all dear to us,
and all who have no peace.

The night heralds the dawn.
Let us look expectantly to a new day,
new joys, new possibilities.
In your name we pray.
Amen.
	(Night Prayer, A New Zealand Prayer Book/He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa)


The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all evermore. Amen.

Please stand.
Hymn – during which a collection will be taken.

1 New light has dawned, the Son of God is here,
  a holy light no earthly light outshines;
  the light has dawned, the light that casts out fear,
  the light that evil dreads and love defines.

2 The light of glory shines to angels' song,
  the shepherds run to where a baby lies;
  a servant of the Lord, who waited long,
  acclaims the light to lighten Gentile eyes.

3 And priestly men sit listening to a boy,
  they see the dawning light within his face.
  Such words they hear those Christ-child lips employ!
  Amazing words of wisdom, truth and grace.

4 O Christ, the light who came to us on earth,
  shine through the shadow cast by human sin;
  renew the faith you gave at our new birth,
  destroy the dark, and let your light come in.

  Words: Paul Whigmore (AM 112)		Tune: Farley Castle, AM 210

[bookmark: _Hlk132194097][bookmark: _Hlk153188325]Blessing

The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you always.
Amen.

Final Responses 	Festal Responses, Edward Naylor

	
[bookmark: _Hlk161213183]Organ Sortie	played by the Cathedral Organist 

You are warmly invited to remain for the Organ Sortie, to pray and reflect.

Holy Trinity Cathedral
Director of Choirs: Peter Watts
Cathedral Organist: Dr Philip Smith


Holy Trinity Cathedral
Living God’s Love
Welcoming, Worshipping, Nourishing, Empowering
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