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FROM THE DEAN

What I am noticing… 

hese are some 
of the things 
that I have been 

noticing around the world 
changing event we have all 

been involved in.  Commonly 
known as Covid 19.  And to put 

out a few challenges about the place of this Cathedral 
going forward which I hope we can have a workshop 
on early next year.

A researcher from a University of California research 
team who proved that large-scale interventions as 
happened in NZ prevented or significantly delayed total 
infections of Covid 19  said to one news agency, “By 
coming together, we did something as a society that 
nobody could have done alone, and which has never 
been done before.”

His words, (we did something as a society that nobody 
could have done alone, and which has never been 
done before) reminded me of Jesus’ words from John’s 
Gospel, “Greater love has no one than this, to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends.”(John 15:13).  Through the 
last months many aspects of our “normal” lives have 
been laid down, in part from self-interest of not getting 
infected, but also from a public health perspective, to 
protect each other.

This unusual period in history has given us opportunity 
to notice other things.  Not only have many of us been 
more attentive to the beauty of creation, the bird song, 
the quiet, the changing of the seasons, the colours of 
the sky and landscape, and the presence of God but we 
have also had time to allow current events to register 
more deeply.

Pre-pandemic, the video of George Floyd’s 
asphyxiation for example at the hands of police in the 
USA might have receded quickly in the 24-hour news 
cycle as the world scurried on with the fast-paced flow 
of life.  Not this time.

For many people around the world the impact of 
seeing a video, almost 9 minutes, with an officer 
kneeling on Floyd’s neck seeped into collective 
consciousness, releasing long-held anger about 
inequalities that defend racism.

For those who had been noticing, those inequalities 
had already stood out in stark relief as the infection 
rate of Covid 19 disproportionately affected non-white, 
underprivileged communities.  The world has slowed 
down enough for more of us to notice.  And noticing is 
important: sadly, many still don’t see what’s becoming 
so obvious to so many.

For example, incidents of race related brutality in 
this country are a stark reality, as is discrimination, 
inequality, homelessness, food security, the digital 
divide between the haves and have nots, gender, 
housing, climate and water challenges.

T
People are noticing things, not only because life slowed 
down, but also because the pandemic has underlined 
two intersecting realities previously ignored: that 
human beings are vulnerable, and that we are ALL 
interconnected.

And it is important to notice how vulnerable and 
interconnected we are with one another and our 
environment. 

The virus has been a potent reminder that human 
life and our creation is vulnerable.  Even with all the 
conveniences and privileges that many of us enjoy, an 
easily transmitted, invisible virus caused the shutdown of 
much of our communities.  The wisest of Governments 
like ours have been largely able to ‘flatten the curve’ of 
infection.  Washing hands, wearing masks, limiting social 
interaction and sheltering in place have provided for a 
time in which we’re more aware of our vulnerability and 
of how deeply our lives are in fact interconnected.  

Telling the story of how human life is vulnerable and 
interconnected is a key part of the proclamation of the 
gospel.

Being part of a faith community helps us expand our 
perspective and not just focus on the negative. We are 
reminded that we are part of a larger story, a component 
in it NOT the pen who has to write it.

We don’t know where the story will end but we are part 
of a larger narrative.  This is the role our faith plays as it 
situates us in part of a larger narrative which is not just 
focused on ‘me’, or ‘us’ as individuals.  It reminds us that 
whatever is happening right now it is not the only story, 
or the end of the story.  It is the ‘Pause’ which allows us 

SUNDAY
8am

9am 

10am

5pm

8pm

MONDAY TO FRIDAY
12:15pm

WEDNESDAY
6:00pm

Eucharist in the Bishop Selwyn Chapel

Holy Communion at St Stephen’s Chapel

Choral Eucharist in the Cathedral Nave
with Sunday School

Choral Evensong in the Chancel *

Taizé Prayer in the Bishop Selwyn Chapel

Eucharist in the Marsden Chapel

Choral Evensong in the Chancel *
*During term time

WEEKLY WORSHIP
Please join us for our services throughout the week. 
All are welcome.
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VISIT US
MONDAY TO SUNDAY | 10am – 3pmEUCHARIST

Eucharist (Holy Communion, Mass, Lord’s Supper) is 
a central sacrament, the source and highlight of all 
Christian worship. It has the most prominent place in 
the rhythm of cathedral worship. Both of our Sunday 
morning services: 8am (Said Eucharist) and 10am 
(Choral/Sung Eucharist) are based on the liturgies of 
The New Zealand Prayer Book/He Karakia Mihinare O 
Aotearoa. During term time, the choir accompanies 
the 10am Eucharist and draws us to prayer through the 
singing of congregational and choral music. 

EVENSONG
Evensong is perhaps the most traditional Anglican 
service held in the Cathedral and it is this very traditional 
quality which makes it deeply loved by so many people. 
The choir sings much of the service which consists of 
the psalms - a staple of Jewish and Christian worship 
for 3,000 years - and other texts and anthems from the 
great Anglican tradition of 500+ years.

TAIZÉ PRAYER
Taizé prayer is a distinctive style of meditative prayer 
developed by an ecumenical community of monks in 
rural France. A typical Taizé prayer service incorporates 
periods of silence with meditative readings from 
Scripture.

DONATE

Your support towards the ministry of the Holy Trinity 
Cathedral is appreciated.  Here’s what you can do:

• Visit www.holy-trinity.org.nz/donate
• Leave a donation at one of our donation points in 

the Cathedral
• Donate via internet banking: BNZ 02 0192 0031919 

00. Please reference donation <first initial and 
surname> (unless donation is anonymous).

VOLUNTEER

To learn about our volunteering 
opportunities including joining the cathedral 
welcoming team visit:

www.holy-trinity.org.nz/community

SUPPORT US

OUR SERVICES

to expand our views as we are attentive to the moving 
of the Holy Spirit.  It allows us to re-evaluate what is 
important to us, what we value, what are our truths, 
what distracts us.  It allows us to create a new narrative 
perspective.

It offers us the opportunity to discover ways that we 
individually and collectively can reach out creatively 
and be connectors, hope bearers, agents of change, 
supporting the least, the lost, the outcast and the lonely.  
A community that takes the climate challenge seriously.

But… the temptation to maintain the status quo and our 
own comfort is strong.

What are you noticing these days?
Will you respond or react to what you are noticing?
Will you do something or nothing?
What can we do together that we couldn’t do alone?

It remains to be seen whether this moment of ‘noticing’ 
lasts and grows, whether the attention that has been 
given to such things as racial and gender injustice, 
climate challenges, oppression and inequality will 
grow into lasting change.  But I hope and pray that the 
hunkering down that this pandemic has demanded might 
be the catalyst for lasting change and an increased thirst 
for justice and peace. ■

With every blessing,
The Very Reverend Anne Mills
Dean
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Clockwise from top left:

1. Dean Anne welcoming participants of ‘Discovering 
Sacred Spaces’, for Auckland Heritage Festival, 
organised by the Holy Trinity Cathedral and the 
Auckland Interfaith Council.

2. Memorial candles burning  the Cathedral Chancel 
after the All Souls’ Requiem Aeternam.

3. A great turnout for the third in our ‘Organ at Noon’ 
recital series with organist, Stephen Vincent performing 
on the Nave console of the Cathedral organ.

4. Dharma teacher, Caitlin Bush, gave attendees of 
Exploring Sacred Spaces some context for Sir Edmund 
Hillary’s Knight of the Order of the Garter banner 
which was moved to St Mary’s from St George’s Chapel, 
Windsor after his death.

5. Attendees of ‘Exploring Sacred Spaces’ for Auckland 
Heritage Festival 2020 experiencing the Cathedral 
Labyrinth.

3.

CATHEDRAL NEWS4

2.

4.

5.

1.



Though initially formed for young people between 20-35 
years of age, the expressions of interest are extended 
to all who wish to journey together in this Community, 
deeply rooted in Trinitarian and Anglican ethos, in order 
to discern which direction this community is invited to 
journey in the future. 

Community members experience a season of shared life. 
They learn spiritual practices to deepen their awareness 
of God and strengthen their engagement in their 
churches and wider communities. Participants keep their 
existing daily and local church commitments but commit 
an evening a week to gathering for formation, as well 
as participating in two retreats and occasionally other 
events as agreed together.

THE COMMUNITY 
The Community of Trinity will take members on a shared 
journey of exploring spiritual practices that nourish their 
relationship with God as individuals and as a group. With 
the guidance of the community guardians, a common 
Rule of Life will be discerned, and individuals invited to 
shape their own responses to this in their daily lives.
The main gathering of the Community will take place 
on a Tuesday evening. We will share a meal together 
and engage in prayer, dialogue, formational input, and 
exploration of the monastic tradition that shapes our 
community identity.
Between sessions, participants are invited to reflect 
on shared readings and resources. A high level 
of commitment is expected, but there is also an 
understanding that the unexpected may occur to which 
people will need to be able to respond. It is expected 
that all members will attend both weekend retreats 
during the year.
For 2021 the first retreat is scheduled for 26-28 February 
2021. 

RULE OF LIFE
A Rule of Life is a means of giving shape to living a year 
in God’s time. The idea of a Rule of life developed in 
early Christian monastic communities, the best known 

of in Western Christianity is that of St Benedict from the 
6th century. A Rule serves as a framework for freedom – it 
is not a set of rules that restrict or deny life but rather a 
guide to living out our vocation alone and together.  In the 
words of St Benedict “it is simply a handbook to make the 
very radical demands of the gospel a practical reality in 
daily life”. Trinity’s Rule will be renewed and affirmed by 
the Community and will establish principles through which 
we are able to deepen our faith and relationship with God.

SPIRITUAL COMPANION
Each member of the group will have a Spiritual Companion 
who will journey with them during the year. This person 
will have a mature faith,  be grounded in the Christian 
tradition and will provide a safe and confidential space for 
each member of Trinity to explore their own responses 
and their spiritual journey. Spiritual Companions will be 
appointed in conjunction with the Community leaders.

The community will be formed if there is minimum of six 
people willing to commit to this journey together from 
February until November. 

For all inquiries, detailed information, or just a chat about 
2021 Community of Trinity, please contact co-guardians:

The Rev'd Kay Brightley: kdhbrightley@xtra.co.nz
The Rev’d Ivica Gregurec: ivica@holy-trinity.org.nz 

OF TRINITY
A Year in God’s Time

ommunity of Trinity started in 2017, under 
the guardianship of Bishop Jim White and 
Rev. Brenda Rockell, at the invitation of 

the bishops of the Anglican Diocese of Auckland as a 
community that draws on the monastic tradition of the 
Church in shaping its life and identity. Through prayer, 
spiritual practice, and formation, each member learns to 
nurture their relationship with God and neighbour. 

FROM THE PRECENTOR 5
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AUCKLAND ARTWEEK 20206

oly Trinity Cathedral participated in Auckland 
Artweek 2020 and we welcomed a huge 
number of visitors to experience the wide 

variety of art and sculpture which form part of the 
fabric of our Cathedral. This included the vibrant and 
expansive stained-glass windows by Nigel Brown, Shane 
Cotton, Robert Ellis, John Baker, John Abramczyk and 
Carl Edwards, Ann Robinson’s iconic glass font, a series 
of new artworks added to our John Wilson Gallery, and 
many, many more. The tour was envisioned by Marketing 
and Events Manager, Maria Beer. and researched and 
designed by Sarah Wilson to provide a new perspective 
to vistors to our Cathedral.

We were delighted to welcome multimedia artist Karen 
Sewell who installed her sculpture ‘Awakenings IV’ in 
the Cathedral crossing especially for this festival. A 
transporting piece, ‘Awakenings IV’ plays with the ideas 
of light, air and the Sacred Geometries, and utilising the 
Cathedral as a backdrop certainly added to the drama 
and mystery of the piece. 

In addition, a collection of artworks from Dilworth Junior 
School could be viewed along the sides of the Nave in 
the hope of encouraging the next generation of New 
Zealand artists. ■
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music     matters
fter a very frustrating 
start / stop year due to 
gathering restrictions and 

alert levels we are very happy to be 
back on track as we head into the 
Advent and Christmas seasons. As 
you will be aware, all services went 
online during the disruptions and 
I am grateful to Cathedral Choir 
members and Dr Smith who came in 
many times to record the different 
components of the mass (socially 
distanced of course) to make the 
online services possible. 

Our re-entry to Cathedral choral 
life and the big services kicked off 
on Sunday the 1st November in 
the evening, where we presented 
Gabriel Fauré’s Requiem as part of 
the All Souls’ service in the chancel. 
It was extremely well received with 
a large congregation and helped 
to contribute to a very moving 
service. Special thanks should go to 
Cathedral Choir members Rebecca 
Guest and Takerei Komene, who took 
on the soprano and baritone solos in 
the requiem. Dr Smith provided all 
the orchestral colour and nuances 
required for this style of French 
music on the Nicholson organ and a 
cameo was provided by the Belinda 
Godfrey Memorial Organ Scholar, 
Zosia Herlihy O’Brien, this time as a 
violinist, to add the finishing touches 
to the Sanctus. We have received 
much wonderful feedback, which is 
very heartening. “I felt so proud of 
Rowan and ‘his’ team tonight.  They 
had obviously worked extremely 
hard for some considerable time 
but by golly the result was amazing. 
Faure’s Requiem was beautiful.” 
(Congregation member)

The organ recital series continues at 
12pm on selected Sundays (see the 
website for details). Dr Smith has 
prepared an exciting collection of 
organists to present these recitals, 
and I encourage you to support this 
initiative. The recitals have no charge 
to attend. 

As we race towards Advent, we 
prepare initially for the Advent 
Procession which will be held on 
Sunday 29th November at 8.30pm. 

This is always a feast of choral music, 
and one of the only services where 
the entire length of the Cathedral 
and its varied spaces is utilised. This 
year’s service offers a wide variety 
of music by much-loved composers, 
and perhaps, some less well known. 

ADVENT PROCESSION MUSIC 2020
Matin Responsory by Giovanni 
Pierluigi da Palestrina
There is No Rose by Howard Helvey 
Ave Maria by Javier Busto
The Advent Candle by Bob Chilcott
O Come, O Come Emmanuel arr. 
Julian Wachner
The Angel Gabriel trad. Basque Carol
Vesper Responsory by Giovanni 
Pierluigi da Palestrina

All this plus you get to join in some 
hearty Advent hymns!
The choir will then, in addition to all 
the Christmas services: Nine Lessons 
and Carols, Midnight Christmas 
Service, Christmas Day Eucharist, 
prepare and record material to 
be used in an online service from 
the Cathedral. This is just in case 
anything happens with New Zealand 
alert levels and, as is becoming 
increasingly probable/possible, 
as something we can offer the 
northern hemisphere as they battle 
with a significant second wave of 
COVID-19 cases and face the very 
real possibility of not being able to 
gather for Christmas services.

There are many Kiwis singing in 
or directing cathedral choirs and 
playing at the organs of United 
Kingdom Cathedrals. We send them 
all our love and prayers. 

He hope you will be able to join us 
in celebrating, beginning with the 
Advent Procession.
Rowan Johnston
Director of Choirs

The Cathedral organs are not only 
used for services and events. They 
also have an important role as 
teaching instruments which was very 
much intended in their construction. 
We have welcomed Dr Smith’s 
organ students from the University 

A

join the choir 
  Calling all singers...

The Holy Trinity Cathedral Choir is 
among the busiest in the city.
The tight-knit team meets every week 
to sing some of the most beautiful 
music available to singers and there 
is always room for more members in 
the choir stalls. We have singers who 
are studying music at tertiary level, 
those who have a lifelong love of 
sacred music, those who sing in our 
choir to enhance their own health and 
wellbeing, and all of the above.

If you enjoy singing as part of a 
group and you are looking to improve 
your music skills in a friendly and 
supportive environment please 
contact the Director of Choirs, Rowan 
Johnston (see back cover for contact 
details). 

of Auckland who have used the 
instruments to practise and to 
take their examinations on. These 
students have come to study mainly 
the great 19th and 20th century  
schools of organ playing with 
emphasis on the French repertoire 
and also improvisation.
We hope to feature some of these 
students in our Organ at Noon organ 
recitals next year as well as giving 
them more and more opportunities 
to play in services. The mutually-
beneficial relationship between 
the Cathedral and University is 
growing and we are committed to 
its cultivation. It a great pleasure to 
work with James Tibbles Associate 
Professor and Head of the Music 
school. ■
Dr Philip Smith
Cathedral Organist 



WELCOMERS’ CORNER

After so many months it is a pleasure to be able 
to fly the welcome flag once again in the Holy 
Trinity Precinct.

One of our faithful Saturday Welcomers, 
Carleen Edwards, was pleased to be back in St 
Mary’s after many months. People are gradually 
discovering that the Sacred Spaces are now open 
for visitors.

There are so many events being held in the 
Cathedral between now and Christmas that 
Welcomers are having to divide their time 
between the Cathedral and St Mary’s - a 
consequence of the lockdown periods. Each new 
day brings something different to be shared with 
the community and visitors to Parnell.

At our recent Welcomers’ Eucharist and Shared 
lunch, many long-time Welcomers indicated 
that they are now retiring. As a result, there are 
many gaps to be filled in the roster. If you feel 
that the Ministry of Welcoming is something 
you can contribute to the life of the Cathedral 
please contact either the Cathedral Office or 
the Welcomers’ Coordinator, Mariana Nordmark 
(care@holy-trinity.org.nz).

Mariana Nordmark
Welcomers’ CoordinatorImage: Lesley and Desré creating arrangements 

for Diocesan School.

CATHEDRAL
FLOWER GUILD

Flowers are an uplifting expression of Creation and the 
natural world all around us, and, of course, a creative 
outlet for those with the skill to shape arrangements. 
We use flowers in the Cathedral to celebrate Feast 
Days, to decorate a marriage service or special event, 
and to comfort those who mourn. The Cathedral 
Flower Guild is a dedicated team of volunteers who 
donate their time to creating beautiful floral displays in 
our unique spaces..
If you have a passion for florals and are interested in 
using your talents with the Cathedral Flower Guild, 
please contact the Cathedral Office on (09) 303 9500 
or at office@holy-trinity.org.nz.

CATHEDRAL MINISTRIES8



onathan Henry Sacks, 
Baron Sacks, MBE is 
a British Orthodox 

rabbi, philosopher, theologian, 
author and politician. He served 
as the Chief Rabbi of the United 
Hebrew Congregations of the 
Commonwealth from 1991 to 2013.
On 24th April 2017, Rabbi Sacks 
spoke at TED2017 in Vancouver, 
Canada. The theme of the talk was 
“The Future You”. 
“These are the times that try men’s 
souls, and they’re trying ours 
now,” begins Rabbi Lord Jonathan 
Sacks, quoting Thomas Paine, in an 
electrifying talk about how we can 
face the future without fear if we 
face it together.
It’s a fateful moment in history. 
We’ve seen divisive elections, 
divided societies and a growth 
of extremism — all of it fueled by 
anxiety, uncertainty and fear. The 
world is changing faster than we can 
bear, and it’s looking like it’s going to 
continue changing faster still. Sacks 
asks: “Is there something we can do 
to face the future without fear?”
One way into this question is to 
look to what people worship. Some 
people worship many gods, some 
one, some none. In the 19th and 
20th centuries, people worshiped 
the Aryan race, the Communist 
state and many other things. Future 
anthropologists, Sacks says, will take 
a look at the books we read on self-
help, at how we talk about politics 
as a matter of individual rights, 
and at “our newest religious ritual: 
the selfie” — and conclude that we 
worship the self.
This worship of the self conflicts 
directly with our social nature, and 
with our need for friendship, trust, 
loyalty and love. As he says: “When 
we have too much of the ‘I’ and not 
enough of the ‘we,’ we find ourselves 
vulnerable, fearful and alone.”
To solve the most pressing issues 
of our time, Sacks says, we need to 
strengthen the future us in three 
dimensions: the “us of relationship,” 

the “us of responsibility” and the “us 
of identity.”
Starting with the “us of 
relationship,” Sacks takes us back 
to his undergraduate days studying 
the philosophy of Nietzsche, 
Schopenhauer, Sartre and Camus. 
Full of ontological uncertainty and 
existential angst, Sacks describes 
himself as self-obsessed and 
thoroughly unpleasant to know. Then 
he saw a girl who was everything 
he wasn’t. “She radiated sunshine, 
emanated joy,” he says. They met, 
talked and forty-seven years of 
marriage later, Sacks finds himself 

living proof that it’s the people not 
like us who make us grow.
In an age when narrowcasting, not 
broadcasting, dominates, and when 
we surround ourselves only with 
the ideas we feel comfortable with, 
our relationship with others suffers. 
“We need to renew those face-to-
face encounters with the people 
not like us in order to realize that 
we can disagree strongly and still 
stay friends,” Sacks says. “In those 
encounters, we discover that the 
people not like us are just people, 
like us.”
Moving on to the “us of identity,” 
Sacks takes us to the memorials 
in Washington, DC, for American 
luminaries like Thomas Jefferson, 
Abraham Lincoln and Martin Luther 
King Jr. — all of which feature panels 
of text and quotes enshrined in stone 
and metal. In London, memorials are 
different, with very little text. Why 
the difference? Because America 
was largely a nation of immigrants; it 
had to create its identity by telling a 

J

US.

“

story. The trouble is now that we’ve 
stopped telling the story of who we 
are and why, even in America, and 
immigration rates are higher than 
ever.
“When you tell the story and your 
identity is strong, you can welcome 
the strangers. But when you stop 
telling the story, your identity gets 
weak and you feel threatened by the 
stranger,” Sacks says. “We’ve got to 
get back to telling our story — who 
we are, where we came from, what 
are the ideals by which we live.”
Finally, the “us of identity.” Sacks 
finds that we’ve fallen into “magical 

thinking” when 
we believe 
that electing a 
particular strong 
leader will solve all 
of our problems. 
When this kind 
of thinking 
dominates, we fall 
for extremism — 
on the far right or 

far left, in the extreme religious or 
extreme anti-religious.
“The only people that will save us 
from ourselves is we, the people — 
all of us together,” Sacks says. “When 
we move from the politics of ‘me’ to 
the politics of ‘all of us together,’ we 
rediscover those beautiful, counter-
intuitive truths: that a nation is 
strong when it cares for the weak, 
that it becomes rich when it cares 
for the poor, it becomes invulnerable 
when it cares about the vulnerable. 
That is what makes great nations.”
Sacks leaves us with a simple 
suggestion: “Do a search-and-
replace operation on the text of 
your mind. Wherever you encounter 
the word ‘self,’ substitute the word 
‘other.’ Instead of self-help, other-
help. Instead of self-esteem, other-
esteem. We can face any future 
without fear so long as we know that 
we won’t face it alone.” ■ 

The Very Reverend Anne Mills
Dean

...we need to strengthen the 
future us in three dimensions: 

the “us of relationship,” the “us 
of responsibility” and the “us of 

identity.”



STATUE OF KATHLEEN HALL
Artist Unknown | 2009

The sculpture of Kathleen Hall and her dog, displayed 
in the Marsden Chapel in Holy Trinity Cathedral, is 
a replica of the original found on her tomb in the 
cemetery at Quyang, Hebei, China. 

The inscription below her name reads He Mingqing 
which was the name the Chinese people called her. 
It means ‘clear, bright, earnest.’ A small, gentle, but 
decisive woman of great faith, courage and integrity, 
her longstanding support of China and its people was 
significant in a period when many New Zealanders had 
little understanding of events there. 

In 1993 soil representing her ashes was carried to China 
by two nieces and placed in an impressive tomb that 
was built for her in the Martyr’s Memorial Cemetery in 
Quyang.

This miniature statue was presented to New Zealand by 
the villagers in Songjiazhuang, her hometown in China. 

Kathleen Hall was an Anglican missionary nurse who 
arrived in China in 1923. She chose to work in villages 
where there was barely food for one meal a day and 
no medical supplies. She is remembered for her work 
for the Communist Eighth Army against the Japanese 
during the 1930s. Kathleen Hall died in Hamilton in 
1973. It was her wish that her ashes were returned to 
China.

POINT OF INTEREST10
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FROM THE SHELVES 11

I have to say until recently, I 
had never heard of Dorothee 
Soelle. I was always and still 
am proud of my theological 
study, which has  given me 
the broadness of theological 
understanding, as well as 
a deep grounding in the 

tradition of the church, one could only desire for every 
ordinand in the Church. And yet, there was a complete 
blind spot for the theology of liberation and some of the 
20th century voices. The disconcerting voices of some of 
the modern prophets were not necessarily the priority in 
my studies. Bishop Oscar Romero, Dom Helder Camara and 
Jon Sobrino were characters I discovered later though my 
own theological reading. I continued being intrigued by the 
liberation theology. 
Hence, my interest was captivated by a meme of a 
woman I have never heard of before. The meme said: “The 
individualistic understanding of Jesus as ‘my personal 
Saviour’ is a catastrophic consequence of capitalism.” And 
while I would not call out capitalism for the invention of that 
tragic discourse of ‘personal Saviour’, which undermines 
the essentially communitarian nature of Christianity, with 
incarnation in its centre and focus on social responsibility 
and connectedness with others, I completely agreed 
with the idea that the system, which extols individual 
achievement, where solidarity with all, especially vulnerable, 
is not the central point, would be a strong engine of 
privatisation, even in the area of religiosity.
I became intrigued with this German theologian, Dorothee 
Soelle (1929-2003) and have decided to find some more 
information about her. I bought her memoir ‘Against the 
wind - a memoir of a radical Christian.’ And I got excited 
about the life and thought of a person, that summarises, in 
many ways, the situation and thinking of 20th century. 
I saw why for some she became a modern prophet speaking 
loudly, and for some a heretic. In her book ‘The silent 
cry: mysticism and resilience’ she writes: ‘In the Middle 
Ages, spiritual advisors always warned against a state 
that had a variety of names but was difficult to describe: 
inertia, ill pleasure (acedia), nausea, laziness (pigritia), 
dullness (tarditas). All these terms pointed to a joyless, 
antimystical condition: an idleness that can be highly busy, 
a nauseousness with life that has learned the morbid art of 
seeing only decay and destruction in everything, a laziness 
of life that makes us too sluggish to look for God’s radiance 
in creation or to make it shine again. Not to be able to cry 
and to rejoice, to curse and to pray, were regarded at that 
time as an ill-fortune and disturbance.’
There was a woman speaking to my heart, a fellow Christian, 
with whom I could immediately agree.
If Christianity becomes a sterile, soulless, social function, it 
will lose its credibility. If our faith becomes just a fulfilment 
of commandments, social mores, a ‘proper’ thing to do, it 
loses its edge. Christianity, in order to be faithful to itself, 
must be prophetic, challenging, sometimes provocative (not 
in vain, but to challenge critical thinking), different.
I often like saying that Christianity, in order to fulfil its 
mission, has to be exactly opposite from what many wish it 
to be. It has to stop trying to be relevant to this society and 
has to offer a just alternative, based on the radical teaching 
of Jesus. 
And yet, in the midst of that action, is a mystic with a 
contemplative soul. Soelle reminds us that a Christian’s 
action has to be deeply grounded in the contemplative 

life, in which, instead of talking and doing, we listen to 
God, observe divine presence among us and allow to be 
transformed with God who is always with and around us, but 
for whose presence we often have closed eyes. Once we see 
Christ in our contemplative experience, we will see Christ 
incarnate in those suffering around us, who are victims of 
injustice and inequality.
Hence, this socially engaged Christianity is deeply rooted 
in prayer and silence, but it does not spiritualise everything. 
It is completely active and committed to change; it is not 
empty activism, but response to the call of gospel.
Reading her memoir, the Holocaust seems to be a turning 
point in her experience. The idea of good in heavenly glory, 
while humans prepared and executed Auschwitz on earth, 
was unbearable. She thought of it as the oversimplification 
of religion, which lead her to the conviction that Christian 
life has to be active and an ongoing commitment to societal 
change, change of all situations that keep fellow humans 
subdued and unequal. Later she said: ‘Vietnam is Golgotha’ 
and ‘The Third world is a permanent Auschwitz.’ I can 
gladly recommend her memoir, which is available on Book 
Depository.
And while I loved reading her memoir, recently I got her 
book ‘Theology for skeptics (!): reflections on God’, so I am 
looking forward to exploring her thought deeper.
To conclude I wish that we ask ourselves a question: Are 
there issues in our society for which we could say that, if we 
fight for them, we work on destruction of injustice: living 
wage, homelessness, child poverty, universal basic income...?

The Reverend Ivica Gregurec
Precentor 

AGAINST THE WIND 
MEMOIR OF A RADICAL CHRISTIAN AUGSBURG FORTRESS
Dorothee Soelle
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Meet Cathedral welcomer, 
Mandy, and Alex, 

the new owners of
 WO HOP 

RESTAURANT AND BAR.

Continued on page 12...
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AN EVENING WITH DAME SILVIA CARTWRIGHT
The Friends’ Dinner is always a much-anticipated 
event. This year especially it was good to meet and 
eat together. Our speaker for 2020 was Dame Silvia 
Cartwright, New Zealand’s first female Chief District 
Judge, first female High Court Judge and the 18th 
Governor General of New Zealand. 
Dame Judith Potter gave an introduction was able 
to give some insight into Dame Silvia’s incredible 
achievements and journey. Dame Silvia address was 
as enlightening as it was fascinating and she touched 
on topics from gender politics in her field to atrocities 
in Cambodia. Sincere thanks to Dame Silvia and Dame 
Judith for contributing to a wonderful evening.

A NEW COMMITTEE
Thank you to all who attended this year’s Annual General 
Meeting. 
We elected Gary Swift to the position of Chairperson, 
and Sarah Wilson and Laurie Kubiak back onto the 
committee. We also welcomed Emily Harris, Rebecca 
Guest, Edward Swift and Terry Sutcliffe as newly elected 
committee members. Your new committee has already 
had their first meeting and there is much excitement 
about the way ahead.

CONNECT WITH US
More and more of what the Friends of the Cathedral do 
is happening online. To avoid missing out on news and 
events, please make sure your contact details are up to 
date.

Email the Friends at friends@holy-trinity.org.nz to 
update your details.

THE FRIENDS OF HOLY TRINITY CATHEDRAL12
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THE BODY KEEPS THE SCORE
MIND, BRAIN AND BODY IN THE TRANSFORMATION OF TRAUMA
Bessel van der Kolk

This is one of the books I 
am reading and have found 
fascinating and helpful 
in understanding how 
we respond and react to 
traumatic situations like 
Covid 19 and what triggers 
our different responses.  

The blurb below from the book sums it up accurately!

“A pioneering researcher and one of the world’s 
foremost experts on traumatic stress offers a bold new 
paradigm for healing 
Trauma is a fact of life. Veterans and their families 
deal with the painful aftermath of combat; one in five 
Americans has been molested; one in four grew up 
with alcoholics; one in three couples have engaged in 
physical violence. Such experiences inevitably leave 
traces on minds, emotions, and even on biology. Sadly, 
trauma sufferers frequently pass on their stress to their 
partners and children. Renowned trauma expert Bessel 
van der Kolk has spent over three decades working with 
survivors. In The Body Keeps the Score, he transforms 

FROM THE SHELVES CONT... 13

THE JOHN
WILSON
GALLERY

The Friends of 

The John Wilson Gallery is dedicated 
to the memory of John Wilson who 
contributed to the visual fabric of the 
Cathedral in so many ways. He had a 
passion for the arts which was reflected 
in his own personal collection, and in the 
many works from various artists which 
he introduced into the Cathedral and its 
environment.

The Friends of the John Wilson Gallery 
work to encourage visitors to the Gallery, 
and to provide an opportunity for art 
lovers to gather socially for art related 
functions, lectures, and art appreciation 
generally.
In preparation for Auckland Artweek 
2020, the James Wallace Trust installed a 
new collection of artworks in the Gallery 
and on Thursday 5 November, members 
of the Friends of the John Wilson Gallery 
gathered for a special function to hear 
about the new additions from Aleks 
Petrovic, the Loans Coordinator for the 
James Wallace Arts Trust, over a glass of 
wine.

If you are intersted in becoming a 
member of the Friends of the John Wilson 
Gallery. please contact:
office@holy-trinity.org.nz

Join us for Christmas carols with the
Holy Trinity Cathedral Choir

BYO Picnic • Food Trucks 
• BYO Wine and Beer •

Santa Claus • Bouncy Castle 
 • Lolly Scramble •

www.holy-trinity.org.nz/events

You are invited to

5pm - 8pm
FRIDAY 18 DECEMBER

Holy Trinity Cathedral

Carols
         on the 
Forecourt

Help us build our Christmas Tree!
Bring a food can to add to our 
City Mission Tree and help 
the thousands of Aucklanders 
who need extra support this 
Christmastime.

our understanding of traumatic stress, revealing how 
it literally rearranges the brain’s wiring--specifically 
areas dedicated to pleasure, engagement, control, and 
trust. He shows how these areas can be reactivated 
through innovative treatments including neurofeedback, 
mindfulness techniques, play, yoga, and other therapies. 
Based on Dr. van der Kolk’s own research and that of 
other leading specialists, The Body Keeps the Score 
offers proven alternatives to drugs and talk therapy--and 
a way to reclaim lives.”

The Very Reverend Anne Mills
Dean



In addition to our regular services, Holy Trinity 
Cathedral is privileged to celebrate, commemorate 
and condole with a great many people who come to 
this place to mark life’s big events. All those who are 
baptised, married and farewelled here become part of 
our story as the Anglican Cathedral of Auckland. 
Here are the registers from November to February 
2020. 

If you or someone you know would like to enquire 
about holding a service of baptism, a marriage, or 
a funeral or memorial service in any of the worship 
spaces at Holy Trinity Cathedral, please enquire at
office@holy-trinity.org.nz or check our wesbite at 
www.holy-trinity.org.nz/spiritual-life.

BAPTISMS 
Victor Wilder Samuel

Harvey Rohan Wakeman
Zoe Virginia Williams
Alfred John Bishop

Caiden Josh Arendze
Celeste Marguerite Chopping

Eliza Gwuneth Brent
Sofia Lopez Arklie

 

WEDDINGS 
Stacey Victoria Parkins and William Ian Ross Little

Janet Karthak and Michael Misomphane

FUNERALS
Florence May Hazard

Marguerite Douglas Rogers
Patricia Letty Tanner

Daphne Margaret French
Mary Isobel Spencer (Marybel)

John Lewis Edwards
Susie Simcock

THE REGISTERS14

REQUIEM EUCHARIST FOR BISHOP JIM
It was with immeasurable sadness that we said 

goodbye to our Assistant Bishop, The Right Reverend 
Jim White in a Requiem Eucharist at Holy Trinity 

Cathedral. 

Held on Friday 8 October, the service was led by 
The Right Reverend Ross Bay, Bishop of Auckland 
and The Right Reverend Kito Pikaahu, te Pīhopa o 

Te Tai Tokerau, both of whom spoke of their special 
relationship with Bishop Jim as they worked alongside 
each other over many years. Bishop Jim’s wife, Jane, 

their family and  his parents were present at the 
Eucharist. A large number of clergy from across the 

Diocese also attended the service.

Between the liturgy of which we were assured he 
would have approved, and triumphal music from the 

Holy Trinity Cathedral choir, we heard that Bishop Jim 
was an energetic, driven person, with a deep social 

conscious and care for those around him. 
He will be greatly missed by us all.

REQUIEM EUCHARIST

Image: Andrea Candy



NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

10:00am
5:00pm

10:00pm
5:00pm

10:00am
7:30pm

6:00pm
11:30pm

6:30pm

10:00am
5:00pm

10:00am

8:30pm

SATURDAY 21 |
Cathedral Quiz Night 
Our annual community quiz night
Bishop Monteith Visitors’ Centre

SUNDAY 22 | Christ the King 
with Stir Up Sunday
Choral Eucharist 
Confirmation Eucharist

SATURDAY 28 | 
Diocesan Ordination

SUNDAY 29 | Advent 1
The Advent Procession: 
From Darkness to Light
Holy Trinity Cathedral Forecourt

SUNDAY 6 | Advent 2
Choral Eucharist 
Confirmation Eucharist

SUNDAY 13 | Advent 3
Choral Eucharist
Choral Evensong 

SUNDAY 20 | Advent 4
Choral Eucharist
Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols

THURSDAY 24 | Christmas Eve
Christingle Service
Festal Midnight Eucharist

JANUARY

10:00am

10:00am

10:00am

SUNDAY 3 | Ephiphany
Sung Eucharist

SUNDAY 10 | Baptism of Jesus
Sung Eucharist 

SUNDAY 31 | Candlemas
Sung Eucharist 

FEBRUARY

7:30pm
WEDNESDAY 17 | Ash Wednesday
Ecumenical Service with the Imposition of 
Ashes
Holy Trinity Cathedral Nave
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DECEMBER cont..

8:00am

8:00am

9:00am

10:00am

FRIDAY 25 | Christmas Day
Eucharist with Carols
St Mary’s-in-Holy Trinity Cathedral
Holy Communion
St Stephen’s Chapel, Judges Bay
Holy Communion with Carols
St Stephen’s Chapel. Judges Bay
Choral Eucharist
Holy Trinity Cathedral Nave

For more information about our 
ADVENT and CHRISTMAS services, 

please visit
www.holy-trinity.org.nz



Office: Secretary and PA to the Dean | Merle Abbot 
Dean | The Very Reverend Anne Mills
Precentor | The Reverend Ivica Gregurec
Curate | The Reverend Sarah West
Priest Assistant | The Reverend Richard Girdwood
Dean’s Warden  | David Grove
People’s Warden | Neil Ridgway

(09) 303 9500
027 680 5922
ivica@holy-trinity.org.nz
curate@holy-trinity.org.nz
022 1694026
0274 946 352
021 505 740

446 Parnell Road, Parnell, Auckland 1052
PO Box 37-148, Parnell, Auckland 1151

www.holy-trinity.org.nz 
www.facebook.com/holy.t.cathedral

LIVING GOD’S LOVE
Welcoming All 

Manaakitanga ki te katoa
Worshipping God 

Te koropiko ki te Atua
Nourishing Community 

E whakatipu ana te iwi whanui
Empowering Action 

Mahi whakamana


